Open Letter: Dissolve the Task Force

On March 26, Chancellor Miranda announced a Task Force on “Statement Guidelines”, in direct
response to the rising tide of solidarity with Palestine across UIC.

Since then, a student encampment movement has spread rapidly across the country in
opposition to the US government’s continued support for Israel’s genocide of the Palestinian
people.

Now we are witnessing a nationwide crackdown against political activity on campuses: we have
already seen hundreds of students arrested, numerous academics who publicly express support
for Palestine have been removed from the classroom or fired, and new repressive policies that
grant administration broad powers to clamp down on concerted activity.

Chancellor Miranda’s “Task Force” is only a local manifestation of this nationwide campaign of
political repression.

Though the UIC community has already expressed vocal opposition to the Task Force through a
letter of concern, it remains in operation. As United Faculty have since pointed out, this Task
Force also bypasses the university’s processes of democratic governance. Its call for “input’
from the community is a thin veneer disguising its real function to limit political activity.

Not only does this Task Force herald further repression of our Palestinian, Muslim, and Arab
co-workers, but it also threatens workers’ ability to organize on campus. This is especially
relevant to our work as academics, concerning our right to write and teach.

The national political climate and historical record make it abundantly clear: any repression of
political activity is an attack on workers.

In the strongest possible terms, GEO condemns this Task Force and calls on Chancellor
Miranda to dissolve it immediately.

We call on graduate workers, faculty, students, and the UIC community to join us in
demonstrating our opposition on May First at 3pm at the Quad!

In solidarity,

GEO Steering Committee

Hanna Bradford-Olson, UIC Grad Student

Andrea DaViera, UIC Grad Student
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Kasi Woods, UIC Grad Student

Ashlee Van Schyndel, UIC Grad Student

Matty S, UIC Grad Student

Tirza Ochrach-Konradi, UIC Grad Student

Ren Ruso, UIC Grad Student

David Shumway, UIC Grad Student

Monserat Rodriguez Rico , UIC Grad Student

Juan Ramon Arvizu-Sevilla, UIC Grad Student

Michel Maksimova, UIC Grad Student

Derick Anderson , UIC Grad Student

Sabrina Jamal-Eddine, UIC Faculty

Ryan Carpenter, UIC Grad Student

Caitlyn Dye, UIC Grad Student

Isabella Pereira Nikel, UIC Grad Student

Anna Di Staulo, UIC Grad Student



Taylor Mazique, UIC Grad Student

Em Hall, UIC Grad Student

Carla Barger, UIC Grad Student

Anna Whelan, UIC Grad Student

Jose Ramirez, UIC Grad Student

Hassaan Khalid, UIC Grad Student

Rabia Zahid, UIC Grad Student

Rebecca Fishow, UIC Grad Student

Emily Via, UIC Grad Student

John West, UIC Grad Student

Zoe Fox, UIC Alumni

Lina Lietuvninkas, UIC Grad Student

Joel Miller, UIC Grad Student

Zitlaltoka Ramirez , UIC Grad Student

Deanna Ledezma, UIC Staff



Lydia Dana, UIC Grad Student

Jacob Markut, UIC Grad Student

S M Mohaiminul Islam, UIC Grad Student

Kathleen Ellis, UIC Grad Student, UIC Alumni, UIC Staff

Adam Cleveland, UIC Grad Student

Shravan Patankar, UIC Grad Student

Nikolas Ballut, UIC Grad Student

David Fischer, UIC Grad Student

Hannah Williams, UIC Grad Student

Patrick Alcorn, UIC Grad Student

Jonah Galeota-Sprung, UIC Grad Student

Christopher Owen, UIC Grad Student

Kassandra Weber, UIC Grad Student

Kendall Free, UIC Grad Student



Katie Aquino, UIC Grad Student

Aisha Qazi, UIC Grad Student

Alexander Paredes-Ruiz, UIC Grad Student

Iram Hameeduddin, UIC Grad Student

Emily Cairncross, UIC Grad Student

Alisha Saini, UIC Grad Student

Josie Visser, UIC Grad Student

Claire Galloway, UIC Grad Student

Marty Heath, UIC Grad Student

Luke Sanders, UIC Grad Student

Katelyn Patton, UIC Grad Student

Shilpa Parthan, UIC Grad Student

Emma Dwyer, UIC Grad Student

Katie O'Connell, UIC Grad Student

Michael Dato, UIC Grad Student, UIC Alumni



Raeann Van Zee, UIC Grad Student

Caroline Bailey, UIC Grad Student

Devin Kaiser, UIC Grad Student

Daniel Williams, UIC Grad Student

Taylor Miller, UIC Grad Student

Leora Mincer, UIC Grad Student

Rahim Kurwa, UIC Faculty

Jessie Miller, UIC Grad Student

Raul Figueroa, UIC Grad Student

Aditi Aggarwal, UIC Grad Student

Karoline Dubin, UIC Grad Student

Carlo Reyna, UIC Grad Student, UIC Alumni

David Iruela Toro, UIC Grad Student

Erik Elshire, UIC Grad Student

Claudia Espinel, UIC Grad Student



Alexandria Wheeler, UIC Grad Student

Natalia Ruiz Vargas, UIC Grad Student

Zihan Xia, UIC Grad Student, UIC Staff

John McCabe, UIC Grad Student

Caroline Hollahan, UIC Grad Student

Amanda Pays, UIC Grad Student

Alyssa Burgess, UIC Grad Student

Hanna Kloepfer, UIC Undergrad

Danyal Saeed, UIC Grad Student

Noah Blakemore Briggs, UIC Grad Student

Rana Awwad, UIC Grad Student

Themal Ellawala, UIC Grad Student

Daniezka N. Aleman, UIC Grad Student

Julian Rincon, UIC Grad Student



Sawsan Algarni, UIC Grad Student

Mahvish Nazar , UIC Grad Student

Zara Imran, UIC Grad Student

Jay Yencich, UIC Grad Student

Cosmic Gober, UIC Grad Student

Michael Castaneda-Ruvalcaba, UIC Grad Student

Junior Francois, UIC Grad Student

Jade Stone, UIC Grad Student

Sarah Haskell, UIC Grad Student

Muhammed Shelleh, UIC Grad Student, UIC Staff

Violeta Lialios-Bouwman, UIC Staff, UIC Grad Student

Madeleine Davison, UIC Grad Student

Alyson Laskowski, UIC Grad Student

Briana Salas, UIC Grad Student

Srishyam Raghavan, UIC Grad Student, Community Supporter



Nico Soto, UIC Grad Student

Samira Umar, UIC Grad Student, UIC Alumni

Therese Quinn, UIC Faculty

Catherine Barth-Yoakum, UIC Grad Student

Anthony Sturino, UIC Grad Student

Eliza Marley, UIC Grad Student, UIC Staff

Hannan Latif, UIC Grad Student

Avery Chang, UIC Undergrad

Sonia Monet Saxon, UIC Grad Student

Carmen Esposito, UIC Grad Student

Mikayla Mitchell, UIC Grad Student

Md Kamrul Islam , UIC Grad Student

Mina Mari, UIC Grad Student

Cal Garrett, UIC Grad Student

Chelsea Harris, UIC Grad Student



Heini Litmanen, UIC Grad Student, UIC Staff

Joe Cronin, UIC Grad Student

Brian Zdancewicz, UIC Grad Student

Marissa Leal, UIC Grad Student

Franklin Howard, UIC Grad Student

Katie Brandt, UIC Grad Student

Meaghan Tomasiewicz, UIC Grad Student

Noel Lozano, UIC Undergrad

Em Peacock, UIC Grad Student

Violeta Romero, UIC Grad Student

Joshua Lovett, UIC Grad Student

Lidia Aguilera, UIC Grad Student

Nada Kwaik, UIC Grad Student

Carmen Cutler, UIC Grad Student



Andy Clarno, UIC Faculty

Alfred Rodriguez, UIC Grad Student

Zoey Martin-Lockhart, UIC Grad Student

Omar Elganzouri, UIC Grad Student

James Madigan, UIC Alumni

Danyel Tharakan, UIC Grad Student

Olivia Epstein, UIC Grad Student

Gayatri Reddy, UIC Faculty

Anna Guevarra, UIC Faculty

Fructoso Basaldua, UIC Grad Student

Claire Decoteau, UIC Faculty

Kate Row, UIC Staff

Julia Michalkiewicz, UIC Grad Student

Erin Ritchie, UIC Grad Student

Xochitl Guerrero, UIC Grad Student



Erin Arikan, UIC Grad Student

Abi Leveille, UIC Grad Student

Corbin Outlaw, UIC Grad Student

Haviland Byrd, UIC Grad Student

Emily Smith , UIC Grad Student

Lauren Lundgren, UIC Alumni

Sarah Lambi, UIC Grad Student

Ni'Shele Jackson, UIC Grad Student

Luigi Mecacci, UIC Grad Student

E L, UIC Undergrad

Danielle Beaujon, UIC Faculty

Cedric Johnson, UIC Faculty

Ramona Gupta, UIC Staff

Michael Jin, UIC Faculty

Susila Gurusami, UIC Faculty



Mohammad Arvan, UIC Grad Student

Maria Lopez Garcia, UIC Faculty

Xéchitl Bada, UIC Faculty

Chez Rumpf, UIC Staff

Alana Gunn, UIC Faculty

Yunkyo Kim, UIC Staff

Katherine Quiroa, UIC Grad Student

Caroline Caruso, UIC Grad Student

Pamela deVega, UIC Grad Student

Gabriela Monreal, UIC Grad Student

Maggie Schuster, UIC Grad Student

Taylor Mazique, UIC Grad Student

Ana Theys, UIC Undergrad



